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Preface to the Second Edition

A ir, land, and water — the environment — is more than the place where we
ive; it is the cornerstone of our quality of life. Every industry, every company,
every individual has a stake in the environment.

The poultry industry recognizes the significance of its stake in the environment
and the importance of conservation. Protecting the envircnment from the unin-
tended consequences of production has always been a concern; the phenomenal
growth and progress of the industry in recent years have made it a priority. The
challenges that come with rapid advancement (e.g., new ways of livestock farm-
ing, changing patterns of rurai development, water and soil quality) are often too
complex to be solved easily or quickly. The challenges are environmental, eco-
nomic, and social; and they demand cooperation, a free exchange of information,
and access to technologies that can help us manage and use poultry by-products as
resources, not as wastes requiring disposal.

In pursuit of this goal, the industry and several government agencies created a
new venture: the Poultry Water Quality Consortium, to protect natural resources
by promoting environmental management. An interagency/industry agreement
signed in 1991 and renewed in 1996 formally established the consortium, which in-
cludes the following members:

¥ U.5. Poultry and Egg Association,

¥ Tennessee Valley Authority,

¥ U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and the
¥ USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service.

The Pouliry Water Quality Consortium is a cooperative effort to identify and
adopt environmentally prudent uses of poultry by-products. The first edition of
the Poultry Water Quality Handbook (1994) helped prove the value of teamwork
and the successful outcomes that can be expected from the combined efforts of
people and organizations, industry and government. No one is excluded from re-
sponsibility, not farmers, service providers, company management, or government
officials.

The second edition of the handbook reflects the progress made in environ-
mental management since the early 1990s, especially in the development of mar-
kets for manure and litter; the diffusion of composting methods; and the
emergence of new technologies for mortality, air quality and nutrient manage-
ment. Growers should find practical help in these pages — but perhaps also a
glimpse of how large the community is that shares their goal. Indeed, with so
many research projects and field trials now underway, supported by so many peo-
ple on farms and in university, goverrunent, and industry organizations, the indus-
try is in an excellent position to continue its role as an environmental leader..

The Poultry Water Quality Handbook seeks to consolidate information, ideas,
and references to enhance water quality. As the adventure continues, the hand-
book, which the Consortium will continue to format as fact sheets (to encourage
their wide distribution, use, and reuse) — will be revised and updated to include
new technology and techniques that will ensure the quality of water for everyone.

U.S. Poultry & Egg Association
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for everyone.

Other pages in this handbook contain more detailed information on these subjects. Permission is hereby
granted to producers, growers, and associations serving the poultry industry to reproduce this material for
further distribution. The Poultry Water Quality Consortium is a cooperative effort of industry and
government to identify and adopt prudent uses of poultry by-products that will preserve the quality of water
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