U.S. Team Green Buiomg Crartence & 2018

long with many other countries, the United States The United States’ Green Building Challenge Team ‘02
accepted the Green Building Challenge (GBC), an selected five buildings from around the country to serve
international effort to evaluate and improve the as case studies; each of the five U.S. building designs (as
performance of buildings worldwide. well as all international case studies) were assessed using

an in-depth evaluation tool, called the Green Building
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Challenge participants hope that better tools for
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ance of buildings will be an outcome of their efforts and

five buildings:
that these tools will lead to higher and better performance

levels in buildings around the world. The ultimate goal is to * Retail (in operation): BigHorn Home Improvement Center,

design, construct, and operate buildings that contribute Silverthomme, Colorado
to global sustainability by conserving and/or regenerating * Office (in operation), Philip Merrill Environmental

natural resources and minimizing nonrenewable energy use. Center, Chesapeake Bay Foundation, Annapolis, Maryland



* School (in construction), Clearview Elementary School,

Hanover, Pennsylvania

* Multi-family residential (in construction), Twenty River

Terrace, Battery Park City, New York
» Office/lab (in design), National Oceanic Atmospheric

Administration, Honolulu, Hawaii

These projects were selected, not only because they were
good examples of high-performance buildings and had
interested owners/design team members, but also because
building data was available as inputs to test the software
tool. Both the tool and the process have been repeatedly
refined and enhanced since the first Green Building Chal-
lenge event in 1998; participating countries are continu-
ously providing feedback to further improve the tool and

global process for the greatest positive effect.

The GBC 2002 efforts will be showcased throughout the
Sustainable Buildings ‘02 (SB02) International Conference
in Oslo, Norway, September 22-25. The Conference brings
together high-performance building professionals from
around the globe to exchange and discuss critical environ-

mental considerations of our built environment.

The U.S. projects not only used and evaluated the interna-
tional Green Building Challenge assessment framework,
but, in tandem, they used the U.S. National LEED (Lead-
ership in Energy and Environmental Design) greenbuilding
rating system created by the U.S. Green Building Council.
This allowed the U.S. Team to explore what lessons could
be earned and shared from both global and national
assessment perspectives. For further information on the
U.S.LEED " Green Building Rating System, check out:

www.usghc.org.

In addition, the first national U.S. case study template for
green projects was used to compile in-depth data for all

five U.S. projects. This template provides a foundation

for a consistent green building database. To add your
international project to this green building database,

please visit the U.S. Department of Energy Web site for
High Performance Buildings at: www.eren.doe.gov/buildings/
highperformance/case_studies/

For more information about the GBC 2002 U.S. Team
or to view brochures for the U.S. projects, visit:
www.highperformancebuildings.gov/ghc_2002.html.
In addition, for more in-depth information on the
five US. GBC 02 case studies, visit the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy Web site for High Performance
Buildings at: www.highperformancebuildings.gov/
case_studies/
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